The History Walk
Plumstead Common to the Emirates Stadium
1886 to 2009
Sunday 29 November 2009

Before the Chelsea home game
Introduction
 
Following the success of the 2008 charity walk from the Emirates Stadium to Upton Park in aid of Teenage Cancer Trust the following details the walk for 2009 which takes in all of Arsenal's home grounds since the clubs formation way back in 1886. All amounts raised from this years walk will be split evenly between Great Ormond Street Hospital and The Willow Foundation.
 
The walk will start at 8am on Sunday 29 November 2009 to allow time for the walk and for Graham to get to the wall for ticketing purposes ahead of the Chelsea game. 
 
The club has had the following home grounds over the years:
 
1886-87 

Plumstead Common
1887-88 

The Sportsman Ground
1888-90 

The Manor Ground
1890-93 

The Invicta Ground
1893-1913 

back to the Manor Ground
1913-2006 

Highbury
2006-present

The Emirates Stadium
 
The walk starts on Plumstead Common Road at the Star Inn pub (SE18 2UL) see http://www.fancyapint.com/pubs/pub2276.html . The Star Inn is the only of the three known pubs that the players used to change while playing at the Common still standing today. The exact location of the Plumstead Common pitch is not known so the walk takes us down Plumstead Common road alongside the length of the common. Wherever possible we are using roads that existed at the turn of the 20th century. 
 
The Invicta ground stood on the site of what are now Mineral Street and Hector Street. The ground is clearly shown on the ordnance survey map of the area in 1894 but by the next map of 1914 it has gone replaced by the current day roads. 
 
The Manor Ground and the Sportsman Ground were adjacent to each other just north of Plumstead High Street and the North Kent rail line that serves Woolwich Arsenal and Plumstead stations. The Manor Ground became a ground capable of holding 25,000 people whereas the Sportsman ground was a field on an old pig farm. The site of the grounds is behind the area now covered by a roundabout and industrial site. 
 
The walk takes us under the Thames via the Woolwich Foot Tunnel and through East London and up to North London via the Greenway a route familiar to those who walked to Upton Park last year.


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Detailed route
From the Star Inn pub walk along Plumstead Common Road with the common on your left this is the site of our first ground. 

At the end of the road turn left into The Slade and continue past two churches on your right. Take the left fork into Lakedale Road and continue along the road towards Plumstead High Street. Before you get to the High Street turn left into Conway Road, pass the primary school on the right and turn right into Mineral Street and then right into Hector Street. Hector Street is the site of our 4th ground, the Invicta Ground. 

Follow Hector Street back round to Mineral Street and continue until it meets up with Plumstead High Street. Other than Mineral Street and Hector Street, all the roads we have walked to his point existed in 1894.
Turn left onto Plumstead High Street and head towards the river. Before Plumstead bus garage turn right into Pettman Cresent, take the second right into Griffin Manor Way, the industrial area to the right is the former site of the Sportsman Ground and Manor Ground, our 2nd and 3rd homes.
If you go to the following link and put Invicta Ground into the search facility, this shows you the location of the Invicta and Manor Grounds

http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?ie=UTF-8&hl=en&tab=wl
Return to Plumstead High Street and continue along into Plumstead Road, Beresford Street and then Woolwich Market Hill and enter the entrance to the Woolwich Foot Tunnel.
Suggested first rest stop for 10 minutes prior to entering tunnel

At the north side of the tunnel turn right along the ‘promenade’ until turning left into Bargehouse Road. Then turn right into Woolwich Manor Way, crossing the Sir Steve Redgrave Bridge to reach the Gallions Roundabout.  
Turn left, taking a footpath to reach Cyprus station on the Docklands Light Railway.  From here find East Ham Manor Way on your right, and quickly go left into Learoyd Gardens, then between houses onto the perimeter of New Beckton Park, keeping the park on your left. 
Cross Harper Road, and take an alleyway directly ahead into Beckton District Park. Keep the park on your left, until taking a left turn to walk across the park between football pitches.  When you reach the edge of the park turn right, continuing inside the park by following the main path, until you cross Tollgate Road. 
Carry straight on, into Viking Gardens and across the footbridge straddling the A13.  Take Noel Road, then left into Roman Road, then right into Stokes Road. At the end there is an alleyway, with steps leading up to the Greenway. 
Suggested second rest stop 
Turn left along the Greenway, keeping straight (passing the Olympic site on your right) until you reach an exit down on your left to the Lea Navigation. Turn right, keeping the water on your left. 

From here we retrace the steps from last year’s walk in reverse.

· Lea Navigation  

· Hertford Union  

· Through Victoria Park in Hackney 

Suggested third rest stop 
· Regents Canal  

· Angel Islington 

Suggested meeting point for Bob Wilson, Jill Smith and anyone else wanting to do the final part of walk.

· Liverpool Road  

· Holloway Road
After paying pilgrimage at the site of Highbury, it is off to the Wall in Elwood Street for a well deserved drink. The final stage is the Emirates ahead of the game against Chelsea.
